
The sky is blue. The air is
crisp. “Hup, hup,” comes the
command. Two men in

hunter’s orange tread through the
grasses as their dogs quarter the
field.

Nolan Huffman’s Brittany
Spaniel suddenly stands on point.
“Whoa,” says the second hunter,
cautioning his setter to hold back.
Huffman flushes a quail, raises his
gun, and fires. The bird drops, and
Huffman’s Brittany runs to retrieve
it. He gathers his bird, congratu-
lates the dog, and sends him back
into the brush to find another.

Huffman isn’t just hunting quail,
however. He is competing against
70 other bird hunters and their
dogs. Although bagging a bird or
two makes up a big part of the con-
test, the ratings his dog receives
from the judges is what matters
most. Huffman, a member of the
National Shoot to Retrieve
Association (NSTRA), is entered in
the Big Sky Regional Field Trials
held near Lewistown in early
September.

A full-time professional dog trainer
since 2001, Huffman spends half his
year – usually June through November
– in Central Montana. When the weath-
er turns too cold to work the dogs, he
returns to his family roots in North
Carolina.

“I first came out here to Three Forks
for a dog trial in ‘99,” he says. “When I
became friends with Jon Edwards, he
brought me to Lewistown to hunt.”
Eventually, Huffman bought 40 acres
on Limekiln Road, which introduced
him to the Horacek family. He married
their daughter, Danelle, in 2010.

Together with Edwards and Gary
Ramsey, another hunter, Huffman was
instrumental in bringing the Big Sky
Regional Trials to Lewistown. The
Huffmans’ parcel of land provides an
ideal setting for NSTRA field trials.
Within a few miles of town, it offers
hunters the option of lodging and dining
in town or camping on-site. This year’s
trials brought 70 handlers and over 100
dog entries, as well as friends, spouses,
and NSTRA officers. A portion of the
field resembled an RV park with several
dozen campsites.

“I love it out here. Montana attracts
people from all over the country,” says
John Holder of Wisconsin, who has

been participating in these events
for seven years. As NSTRA’s sec-
ond vice-president, Holder serves
as chairperson of this trial. Holder
says the most important part of his
job is recruiting the best people he
can to coordinate the activities.

One of those is his wife, Stacy.
Managing entries from across the
nation keeps her busy throughout
the event. This year’s gathering
brought entries from 16 states,
some from as far away as Florida
and Alaska. As trial coordinator,
she receives the entries, schedules
the hunting braces, and posts the
judges’ scores.

“Each brace is 30 minutes and
includes two hunters, two dogs,
and five quail,” she explains.
“Dogs are rated in several cate-
gories, including obedience,
ground coverage, and retrievals.
When the brace is over, we post
the rankings here.”

Handlers usually prefer morning
braces, when the air is cooler and
more humid. Dry, hot weather hin-
ders a dog’s ability to sniff out the
prey. However, afternoon braces
can provide opportunities to bag

more birds, which also increases the
score.

As well as being a competitor, Doug
Cartwright of Great Falls serves as
chair of the Big Sky Region. He plans
the regional schedules, prepares the site,
and procures the quail. He first joined
the other 3500 members of NSTRA
while stationed in Minot. “Field trials
extend your hunting season and make
your dogs better hunters. They aren’t at
home just sitting on the couch,” he
explains. “Also, a NSTRA champi-
onship makes the dog more valuable,
particularly for their litters or stud
fees.”

3FEBRUARY 2012

Member Newsletter • Fergus Electric Cooperative, Inc., Lewistown, MT

Nolan Huffman praises his Brittany Spaniel Rusty
for retrieving a quail and then will send him back
into the bush to find another.

Continued on page 5

Story and photos 
by Judy Byrne

Big Sky Regional Field Trials draw bird hunters
and their dogs from Alaska to Florida



by William A. Spoja, Jr.,
Guest Columnist

Although I serve as
legal counsel for
Fergus Electric

Cooperative, I write this as a
long-time member/consumer
of the cooperative.

I have watched the recent
discussion of our rural elec-
tric cooperatives in Montana
with a great deal of interest
because I learned my
“readin’, ‘ritin’ and ‘rith-
metic” under lights powered
by Fergus Electric. During
the 70 and more years that I
have watched, there are a
few facts which have become
apparent to me:
1. Public Service

Commission (PSC)
supervision of
NorthWestern Energy
(NWE) did not prevent
the Chapter 11 bankrupt-
cy of NWE in 2003.
Some would even say
that it contributed to the
problems of NWE.

2. The cost of regulation by
the PSC is quite expen-
sive for the company
being regulated. The
ones who pay this cost
are the ultimate users of
the power sold – cooper-
ative member/con-
sumers. (Co-ops are
already monitored by
Rural Utilities Service.)

3. PSC supervision of the
rural cooperative power
companies would tend to
take authority away from
the member-owners of
the cooperative and place
it into the hands of the

PSC and its bureaucrats.
We member owners may
have missed the mark
during the Southern
Montana G & T period
prior to bankruptcy, but
so did the PSC and NWE
before the NWE bank-
ruptcy. We members care
about what happens to
our cooperative. If we
are pushed aside, who
will really care? Should
we expect some bureau-
crat in Helena to take
more interest than we? 

I hope that we avoid the pit
falls that PSC regulation of
the member-owned coopera-
tives would create. Selling
power in a down market
causes enough trouble. We
don’t need more trouble from
bureaucrats at the PSC. Their
current leader, Kavulla, has
not proved himself beyond
being able to stir the ‘trouble
pot’ at this time. Let’s watch
to see what value he accom-
plishes before we decide to
give him control of our hard-
won electrical power cooper-
atives. We, our parents and
grandparents have worked
too hard to build them.
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Southern Montana
The re-organization of the

bankrupt Southern Montana
Electric (Fergus Electric’s
power supplier) continues
progressing through the
planned Chapter 11 process. 

I am very pleased that
attorney Lee Freeman has
been appointed as the
Trustee for Southern.
Freeman is highly qualified
and professional. I think that
he will do a good job of
guiding and leading
Southern through the re-
organization plan, which I
hope will be finalized in
about 12 months.

As we work together to
develop this plan, Fergus
Electric’s goal is to stabilize
rates and to keep future rate
increases to a minimum.

New Board Trustee
Last month, I informed co-

op members that Steve
Balster, the trustee from
District 1, was resigning as
of Dec. 31. 2011. In Dec. the
Fergus board interviewed
three excellent candidates to
replace him. 

After the interview
process, the board selected
Paul Descheemaeker to be
the new trustee for District
1. The board and I were very
pleased to have three quali-
fied candidates apply for the
position and we all agreed
that it was a difficult deci-
sion.

I want to welcome Paul
Descheemaeker to the board
and I look forward to getting
to know him while we work
together.

From Scott Sweeney

Rural Electric
Cooperatives and PSC

Nominating committee 
seeks candidates
Fergus Electric’s annual meeting set for June 7

In accordance with Section
4.3 of Fergus Electric’s

bylaws, the committees for
selecting board candidates
have been appointed and will
meet Feb. 21 at 6 p.m. at the
Bar 19 in Lewistown. 

In addition to candidates
selected by the committee,
any 15 or more members act-
ing together from District 3,
5, or 7 may make other nom-
inations by petition not less
than 30 days prior to the
annual meeting. Such nomi-
nations are to be posted
where the committee list is
posted. No other method of
nominating candidates for
trustees is permitted.

Directors serve a term of
three years and are elected by
ballot at the annual meeting
of the membership.

At least two candidates

from District 3 (Winifred and
Roy areas), 5 (Roundup and
Musselshell areas) or 7
(Geyser and Stanford areas)
will be nominated.

Candidates must have their
principal residence in the dis-
trict from which they are
selected.

Committee members are:
District 3 – Dirk Hassler,
350-1451, Ron Heggem,
462-5364 and John Wickens,
462-5618; District 5 – Max
Carpenter, 323-1921, Gil
Majerus, 323-2575 and Sam
Ohanesian, 323-2281;
District 7 – Bill Araujo, 423-
5620, Virginia Dye, 566-
2689 and Bruce Neumann,
735-4488.

If you are interested in run-
ning for a position on the
board, please contact one of
the committee members.

William A. Spoja, Jr.

Fergus Electric’s offices in
Lewistown and Roundup 

will close for Presidents’ Day
Feb. 20, 2012.



Okay, so asking members to
actually “embrace their blinks”
may be a stretch (resetting

clocks is a hassle after all), but it is
important to at least understand why
your lights sometimes dim or blink,
especially during inclement weather.

The power lines that serve your
home have a variety of protective
devices designed to keep your power
on during storms. There are several
reasons your lights might blink during
a storm, but the most common cause is
tree movement.

Despite our best efforts to keep trees
near our lines trimmed on a regular
basis, strong winds can cause those
trees to make contact with wires.
When that happens, your lights may
dim, or you might lose power for a
few seconds as the system operates to
see if the problem clears. Without the
proactive equipment, members could
experience a prolonged outage instead.

If you have an ongoing reason for
concern however, don’t hesitate to
contact Fergus Electric. (538-3465).

Originally from New Hampshire but
now living in McAllister, MT, Gary
Bauer has been involved with NSTRA
for many years. One of the few hunters
who run Gordon Setters, Bauer has a
two-time champion, Piper, and a televi-
sion celebrity among his pack. “Mollie
was featured on ESPN,” he says.
“Gordons are great bird dogs. They
have beauty, brains and bird sense.
They know instinctively where birds
might seek cover.” Additionally, Bauer
likes the calm, mellow temperament of
these black-on-tan dogs.

Now retired, Bauer hunts nearly year-
round. He likes the competition.
Trophies, belt buckles, and bragging
rights bring some reward, but he most
enjoys the camaraderie among NSTRA
members. “This is the greatest bunch of
people I’ve ever been around,” he says.

Although not a hunter herself, his
wife, Martha, accompanies Bauer in
their RV. She enjoys traveling to new
places and often serves as a field mar-
shal during trials. Her responsibilities
include keeping things on schedule and
communicating by radio with judges in
the field.

Eliminated early in the trials, Jim
Wiitala of Ennis relaxes while waiting
for the upcoming pig roast. A 12-year
participant, Wiitala runs German
Shorthairs and belongs to NSTRA for
the fun of it. “You get to meet people
from all over, and it’s a great spring
activity,” he says. “Field trials get the
dogs in shape for hunting season.”

Huffman considers this year’s field
trial a huge success and looks forward
to hosting it in Lewistown for the next
three years. “People had a lot of fun,”

he says. “Several even extended their
stay in the area. Friday night’s pig roast
catered by King Colony was a huge hit.
They cooked the quail we bagged inside
the pig, and everyone loved it.”

Huffman invites everyone to come

out next fall to watch or join in the
competition. “There are also several tri-
als in the spring, everywhere from
Savage to Polson. We’d love to have
people give this a try whether or not
they join NSTRA.”
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Regional Field Trials
Continued from page 3

Top L to R: It’s all about dogs. This one proudly carries the prize to his handler.
Huffman stands next to the chart where rankings are posted. Bottom L to R: This
sign welcomes participants. According to his owner, black-on-tan Gordon’s have
beauty, brain and bird sense.

Embrace your blinks Surge protection
recommended

Surge protection devices can help
shield your home and equipment
during power spikes and out-

ages.
Members are advised to talk with

their electrician regarding installation
of devices specific to their electronic
equipment, such as computer and tele-
visions, and they may also look into
Whole House Surge Protectors.
Electricians can install these at the
meter base, where electric service
enters the structure.



Abbott, Robert K.
Abel, Aileen
ACT Disposal
Adams, Bill
Adams, Nicholas H.
Akerley, Pamela R.
Amos, Barbara
Anderson, Leonard J.
Anderson, Norman
Andren, Arthur
Annable, Donald
Ashcraft, Joe
Atchison, Irvin
Bailey, Mary J.
Baker, Mary
Baltrusch Farms, Inc.
Balyeat, Dennis R.
Barbie, Bill
Barnes, Robert
Barnhart, Allen
Barr, Catherine B.
Barr, William 
Bauer, Glenn
Beanblossom, Marvin
Beaudry, Jim
Belue, Travis
Berkram, Steven
Besel, LeRoy
Big Horn Communications
Big Sky Bible College
Blankenship, J. Becky
Bonair Lands, Inc.
Borcherding, Gordon
Borich, Nada
Bouma, Peter H.
Braley, Bernard 
Brantley, Steve & Merle
Brantner, Alfred
Brewer, Daniel E & Heidi
Brewington, Geo. E. & Esther
Briggs, Charles W.
Brower, Ken
Brunkhorst, Chris
Bryant, B.J.
Building Lewistown
Bull Mountain Land
Burchard, Tom
Buss, Mike L.
Cacioppo, Joseph R.
Cady, Robert
Capser, Robert
Cargill Inc
Carpenter, Lois
Carter, Dennis L.
Chadwick, Robert
Challans, J.E.
Claver, Ronald E.
Collins, George
Columbia Pacific
Compton, Ann
Cook, Cliff
Copper Elk Mining
Damshen Pollinators
Davis, Ray W.
Debuf, John L.
Decker, Billy
Demontigny, Robert L.
Dey, Thomas L.
Dick, Michael R.
Dion , Pete 
Dionne, Clarence 
Dockery, Graden W.
Dodd, James
Dome Drilling Corp
Dunbar, Lloyd
Duncan, Tom 
Dunn, Edith
Elam, T. H.
Ellinger, Ronald 
Elliott, Dale
Ellis, Curtis R.
Ellis, LeRoy
Energy PTS Monogram
Englert, Dick D.
Eseleit, Roger A. & Cathy
Fields, Lee
Flamm, Connie
Foster Company, The
Franklin, Ernest
Friedly, Dr. Jimmie
Fritz, Don
Frye, Richard
Fuller, Charles H.
Garrison, J. T.

Gaskill, Verlin
Gaughan, Dan
Gill, Grace
Goecze, John
Goettel, Fred J.
Goldson, James P.
Gordon, Jerome Robert
Gould, King J.
Graves, Benjamin H.
Green, Don
Green, Richard W.
Greytak, Michael S.
Griffith, Gene D.
Griffith, Tom A.
Grow, Dean
Hackamore The New

(Marv Shock)
Hall, Arthur E.
Hall, D. E. 
Hall, Wade
Hancock, Rick
Hanson, Elmer D.
Harlowton TV Association
Harper Brothers
Hasenkamp, Billie J. 
Hasty, Dale
Haugsdal, Sanford
Heble, Travis
Heikkila, Mamie
Heitz, Clara
Heldt, George & 
Helms, Roger
Herzog, David E.
Hesselgesser, Bob &
Hibbert, Jeff &
Hill, W.O.
Hledik, Myrtle
Homberger, John; Sharon
Homberger, Heir
Horn, Michael B. 
Horton, Phil
Hougardy, John H.
Houlihan, Trisha
Howell, William D.
Hubka, Emma
Humphrey, Frank J. 
Humphrey, Frank L.
Huravitch, Bill
Hutton, Gene
Inman, Charles R.
Intermountain Lab
Intermountain Microwave
Ireton, Michael
Jackson, James M. 
Jackson, Randy R.
Jackson, Robert
Jackson, Rosalie
Jacobson, Roxanne
Jensen, Alan
Jensen, James L.
Johnson, Eldon H.
Johnson, James C.
Johnson, Maudine B.
Johnson, Tim
Johnson, Walter H.
Jones, Gary L.
Kalal, Dick
Kelly, James C.
Kimble, Loyd
Kindle, Vernon Floyd
Kippenhan, Annie
Klemp, Jay
Klinger, Michael D. 
Klotz, Fred
Knowles, William S.
Knox, Mark R.
Koch, Fred
Kramer, Debra C. or 

Douglas M
Kramlich, Jr., Raymond 
Kransky, Jeff 
Krug, Carole
Kuhlman, Thomas L.
L & R Farming 
Lake, William Bill
Lamley, Howard F.
LaRock, Francis
LaRocque, Sarah
Larson, Danny
Larson, Leola
Larson, Leola M.
Larson, Stanley A.
Larson, William
Lathrop, William 

LaTray, Mabel
Lazy HJ Ranch Inc.
Lee, Thomas E.
Lee, William T. 
Lemond, Louise
Lenihan, Robert D.
Lepard, Gerald
LeTellier, James
Licht, Ross
Lilley, Mary V
Loade, Fred
Lode, Dorothy E.
Lodermeier, William D.
Lusin, Randy
Macaluso, Michael P.
Maki, Herbert & Laura
Maris, Charles
Mans, Jr, Walter A.
Marlowe, Henry W.
Marlowe, Victor
Marshall, Robert
Martens, Marvin
Martin, Carlyle
Martin, Gene D.
Martin, Troy
Mashino, Verlie R.
Massar, Monte 
Mathews, James F. & Leah F.
May, JoAnne P.
McConnell, Bob 
McDonald, J.C.
McIntire, James R
McIntosh, Kathleen
McLaughlin, Michael B. 
McMillan, Nina M.
McNair, Donald
McWilliams, Larry J.
McWilliams, Wanda I. 
Meeler, Larry
Meidinger, Susan Zirbel
Melbye, Allen
Mellenbrook, Jack
Meyers, L.E. Co
Michels, Roy
Miles, A.L.(Art)
Miller, Frank
Miller, Murray L.
Miller, Orville
Miller, Ralph J.
Miller, Robert M.
Mills, Robert
Mitchell, Ronald K.
Moe, Oscar
Moffett, Ned D.
Morgan, Richard M.
Motorola Inc.
Mountain Bell/US West
Munyan, William
Murphy, Evelyn Wirila
Musall, Vickie
Myers, Agusta
Nelson, Francis
Nelson, Joan E.
Nelson, Kenneth E.
Nelson Ranch Co.
Newhall, Leslie Jo
Newman, Gerald
NFC Partners
Nobel, Esther V.
Nordell, H. L.
Normand, Donald D.
Nunn, Jerry

Nunn, Jess
O’ Connor, Robert O.
Odegaard, Lyle A. & Mary
Orchowski, Don
Osborne, Richard 
Osman, James R.
Palmer, Marty
Parris, Robert A. 
Parvi, Dan
Pasley, Thelma
Paul, R.A.
Pavek, Gary
Paysinger, JR., John & 

Nancy A.
Pearce, Michael D. 
Pedersen, Lou Ann
Penn, Harold Stanley
Perry, Russell
Peterson, Bruce H.
Peterson, David
Peterson, James E.
Peterson, Rick
Petro-Lewis Corp.
Petrolia Bench Ranch
Phelps, Mark D.
Phillips, Gene
Pierce, Betty
Pierick, Richard
Prantner, Donald
Pugsley, Dennis R.
Randall II, Dr K. C.
Ray, Allen X.
Reighard, Donald J.
Reinier, Everett L.
Reynolds Ranch Co
Rhinehart, Dave
Rice, Roy R.
Ritts, Charles J
Rivers, Glenwood
Roberts, Donald H.
Rogers, Harriette M.
Rose, Randy
Rowley, Rick
Rudy, Gary V.
Ruhle, Mark D.
Ruth, John H.
Ryan, Robert M.
S & L Energy, Inc.
Saalfeld, Geraldine
Sanchez, Israel S.
Schanz, Steve
Schlumberger, Well S.
Schmitt, Werner
Schurg, Daniel E.
Seesing, Anthony P.
Sellers, Thomas H.
Shifley, Gilbert & inga 
Sillivan, Warren
Sirucek, David
Smerker, Robert
Smith, Buck
Smith, Mike
Smith, Robert A. 
Smith, Sammy
Smith, Sharmon
Sonnenberg, Duane
Spion Kop Land
Spotted Horse Mine

(Viking Exploration)
Spurlock, Clarence R.
Stearns, Inez
Stevenson, James R.

Stewart, Wade
Stillman, Thelma E.
Stoddard, Alex
Streeter, Michael
Sunsted, Arlyn
Surber & Pallett Partnership
Syverson, Steve
Takala, Ray 
TCI Cablevision of MT, Inc.
Texas Oil & Gas Co.
Thomas, Judith C.
Torres, Manuel J.
Two Crow Ranches/

Elixir Industries
Two Dot TV
Tyler, Terry
Ulrich, Robert J. 
Up Front Angus
Van Dyke, Kim 
Vander Voort, Madge
Wagner, Laverne
Walker, Arnold
Walsh, Shirley
Warbis, Jack D.
Ward, John
Ward, Mary Lou
Ward, Ron
Ward Angus Ranch
Warren, Joy M.

Watson, Danette
Weaver, William Roy
Weaver , Augusta
Weed, Tom 
Weishaar, Richard & Esther
Welch, Jack A.
Western Farm & Ranch
Western Microwave
Whitaker, Elmer E.
White, Leland L. or
Whitmer, Marilee
Wildman, Harley E
Williams, Daniel J.
Willow Creek Cattle
Wilson, Darrell
Wilson, Guy
Wilson, Lyle F.
Wilson, Steve
Winnett Printing
Winters, Wanda
Wirtala Ranch
Young, William Robert &
Sharon
Younkin, Nick
Zeier, Alice C.
Zeimet, Raymond P.
Zentner, Paul
Zimmer, Ralph & Mary
Zinne, Alvin W.
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FOR OUTAGES 
First: Check the fuses or breakers in the 
building in which the electricity is off. 

Second: Check the breaker below the meter. 

Third: If electricity is still out, call a neighbor to
see if they have electricity. 

Fourth: Call 406-538-3465 day or night or: 

Dale Rikala ..............................406-535-5192
Guy Johnson............................406-535-5132
Scott Sweeney ........................406-538-7218
Don Criswell (Roundup) ..........406-323-3426
Monte Obert ............................406-425-1288

Scott Sweeney ................General Manager
Mike Stanley ................Assistant Manager
Dale Rikala ............Operations Supervisor
Sally Horacek......................Office Manager
Vangie McConnell ..............................Editor

FERGUS ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVE, INC. 
84423 US Hwy 87, Lewistown, MT 59457-2058
Tel: 406-538-3465

Office Hours: 7 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. M-F
Website: www.ferguselectric.coop
E-mail: ferguselectric@ferguselectric.coop

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
District 1: Paul Descheemaeker,

Lewistown, 428-2417
District 2: David Dover, Vice President,

Buffalo, 374-2315
District 3: Joe Dirkson, Winifred, 462-5631
District 4: Mike Vlastelic, 

Grass Range, 428-2160
District 5: Terry Frost, Roundup, 323-3415
District 6: Jason Swanz, Judith Gap, 473-2462
District 7: Bob Evans, Jr., President,

Geyser, 735-4476
Fergus Features is a national, state and
regional award winning newsletter.

Your Touchstone Energy® Partner

Unclaimed Capital Credit checks
Please call the office, 538-3465, if you know the whereabouts of any of those listed below.

Identify account number
Win a $32.50 credit

If one of the following account numbers
is yours, call Fergus Electric (406-538-
3465) and identify yourself and your
account number.

Account 371000 • Account 319914
Account 165501

You will receive a $32.50 credit on next
month’s statement.


